First Sunday of Lent, 22" February, 2026
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St Mary the Virgin | Finedon

A community together in faith.

Sunday Link

Connecting a community

Lenten Study Group

Advance notice that there will be the opportunity to
meet each Tuesday during Lent, starting on 24th
February at the vicarage. Meetings will start at 7:00 for
approximately one hour.

Contacts

Sunday 1t March, Evensong 6pm

07526 026794
07852304740

Rev Morna Simpson
Rev Yvonne Desroche

Julie Kightley | 07936 377030

Churchwardens Colin Needle | 01933 682098

Services this week:
Sunday 22nd February, 9.30 am Eucharist
Tuesday 24" February, 11am Communion

Welcome; A very warm welcome especially if this is your
first time visiting St Mary’s, we hope you enjoy your time
with us. If you have any questions, please ask any of the
welcomers at the door. General information: toilets are
situated at the back of the church. Communion, if you
usually receive communion in your own church, you are
welcome to take communion here, if you don’t normally
take communion but wish to have a blessing please bring
this service sheet to the rail as an indicator to the priest.
We do offer gluten free wafers please make yourself
known so the priest can be informed. We do not have a
collection in the service; a retiring plate is available or
the contactless machine on the way out. You are also
most welcome to stay after the service for You are also
most welcome to stay after the service for refreshment
and a chat.

Procession 96 Jesus Lover of my Soul

Gradual 433 Great is they Faithfulness

Offertory 95 Forty Days and Forty Nights
Communion 108 Glory be to Jesus

Anthem O for a Closer Walk with God - Standford

Recessional 444 God is working his Purpose out.

Please remember in your prayers this week the sick

Ron, Marilyn, Claire, Christopher Munns, Dave Cheney,
Peter Fisher, Nina Beetson, Sarina, Gill Foster, Mark
Butts, Georgie Grigg, Sheila Patrick, David Wison and
Margaret Coombs.

Also giving thanks remembering those whose Years
Mind occurs currently: David John Smith, Kevan James
Chapman and Frank Gee.

A Night at the Races
Friday, March 27", 2026.

The Finedon Buffs and the Church Events Team are
organising an exciting Race Night, which promises to be
great fun for the whole family. Raising money for the
Buffs and St. Mary’s Church at the Cricket Club.

Doors open 7pm first race will commence promptly at
19:30. Free entry but Hot Dogs will be available and the
bar open. Lots of competitive fun, horses, jockeys, raffle
and have a little flutter. Horses and Jockeys are now on
sale from the Events team. Sponsor a Race, horse or
jockey speak to a Church warden who have sponsor
sheets.

Auction of Promises by the Events Team
Coming up in June still raising funds for the new heating:
Looking for more Promises. We need 50 Promises of all

kinds, large or small.
Can you offer anything for Auction, language lesson,
lawn mowing, tour of the Church and Monks cell.
Handyman with small repairs and painting jobs, home
tuition, car wash, Man with a Van, etc
Offers to Jane Read or a member of the Events Team
please.

Coffee Morning raised £233.80 well done team

Raffle prizes
The Events team are looking for Raffle prizes for the Race

Night evening. Any unwanted Christmas presents
gratefully accepted please give to Julie or Colin.

Floodlight Sponsorship
David John Smith

Carolyn, Barbara, Leah and Jorja.
Lovingly remembered on the 3™ anniversary of his death.

Collect:-. Heavenly Father, your Son battled with the
powers of darkness, and grew closer to you in the desert:
help us to use these days to grow in wisdom and prayer
that we may witness to your saving love

in Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

First Reading from the book of Genesis.

The LORD God took the man and put him in the garden of
Eden to till it and keep it. And the LORD God commanded
the man, ‘You may freely eat of every tree of the garden;



First Sunday of Lent, 22" February, 2026

but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall
not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall die.” 1
Now the serpent was more crafty than any other wild
animal that the LORD God had made. He said to the
woman, ‘Did God say, “You shall not eat from any tree in
the garden”?’ The woman said to the serpent, ‘We may eat
of the fruit of the trees in the garden; but God said, “You
shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the middle of
the garden, nor shall you touch it, or you shall die.”” But
the serpent said to the woman, ‘You will not die; for God
knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened,
and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” So when
the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it
was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to be
desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate; and
he ate. Then the eyes of both were opened, and they knew
that they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves together
and made loincloths for themselves.

This is the word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

Congregational response to Psalm 32:- I will confess my
transgressions to the Lord.

Happy are they whose transgressions are forgiven, and
whose sin is put away! Happy are they to whom the Lord
imputes no guilt, and in whose spirit there is no guile!

R

While | held my tongue, my bones withered away, because
of my groaning all day long. For your hand was heavy upon
me day and night; my moisture was dried up as in the heat
of summer.

R

Then | acknowledged my sin to you, and did not conceal
my guilt. | said, ‘I will confess my transgressions to the
Lord’; then you forgave me the guilt of my sin.

R

Therefore all the faithful will make their prayers to you in
time of trouble; when the great waters overflow, they shall
not reach them. You are my hiding-place; you preserve me
from trouble; you surround me with shouts of deliverance.
R

‘' will instruct you and teach you in the way that you
should go; | will guide you with my eye. Do not be like
horse or mule, which have no understanding; who must be
fitted with bit and bridle, or else they will not stay near
you.’

R

Great are the tribulations of the wicked; but mercy
embraces those who trust in the Lord. Be glad, you
righteous, and rejoice in the Lord; shout for joy, all who are
true of heart.

R

Great are the tribulations of the wicked; but mercy
embraces those who trust in the Lord. Be glad, you
righteous, and rejoice in the Lord; shout for joy, all who are
true of heart.

R

Second reading :- A reading from the letter of Paul to the
Romans. Just as sin came into the world through one man,

and death came through sin, and so death spread to all
because all have sinned —sin was indeed in the world
before the law, but sin is not reckoned when there is no
law. Yet death exercised dominion from Adam to Moses,
Romans even over those whose sins were not like the
transgression of Adam, who is a type of the one who was to
come. But the free gift is not like the trespass. For if the
many died through the one man’s trespass, much more
surely have the grace of God and the free gift in the grace
of the one man, Jesus Christ, abounded for the many. And
the free gift is not like the effect of the one man’s sin. For
the judgement following one trespass brought
condemnation but the free gift following many trespasses
brings justification. If, because of the one man’s trespass,
death exercised dominion through that one, much more
surely will those who receive the abundance of grace and
the free gift of righteousness exercise dominion in life
through the one man, Jesus Christ. Therefore just as one
man’s trespass led to condemnation for all, so the act of
righteousness of one leads to justification and life for all.
For just as by the one person’s disobedience the many were
made sinners, so by the one man’s obedience the many will
be made righteous.

This is the word of the Lord

Thanks be to God

Hear the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to
Matthew.

Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be
tempted by the devil. He fasted forty days and forty nights,
and afterwards he was famished. The tempter came and
said to him, ‘If you are the Son of God, command these
stones to become loaves of bread.” But he answered, ‘It is
written, “One does not live by bread alone, but by every
word that comes from the mouth of God.”” Then the devil
took him to the holy city and placed him on the pinnacle of
the temple, saying to him, ‘If you are the Son of God, throw
yourself down; for it is written, “He will command his
angels concerning you,” and “On their hands they will bear
you up, so that you will not dash your foot against a
stone.”” Jesus said to him, ‘Again it is written, “Do not put
the Lord your God to the test.”” Again, the devil took him
to a very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms
of the world and their splendour; and he said to him, ‘All
these | will give you, if you will fall down and worship me.’
10 Jesus said to him, ‘Away with you, Satan! for it is written,
“Worship the Lord your God, and serve only him.”” 11 Then
the devil left him, and suddenly angels came and waited on
him.

Post communion prayer.. Lord God, you have renewed us
with the living bread from heaven, by it you nourish our
faith, increase our hope, and strengthen our love: teach
us always to hunger for him who is the true and living
bread, and enable us to live by every word that proceeds
from out of your mouth; through Jesus Christ our Lor
Amen



