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Sunday Link 
Connecting a community 

Contacts 
Rev Morna Simpson                                    07526 026794 

Churchwardens 
Julie Kightley 
Colin Needle 

07936 377030 
01933 682098 

 

Services this week:  
Sunday25th January, 9.30 am Eucharist  
Tuesday 27th January, 11am Communion 
 
Procession          278 Alleluia, sing to Jesus 
Gradual               202 Holy, holy, holy. 
Offertory             272 Immortal, Invisible 
Communion        375 Amazing Grace        
Anthem                 Give us the wings of faith 
Recessional          232 For all the Saints 

  
Please remember in your prayers this week the sick  
 
Ron, Marilyn, Claire, Christopher Munns, Barry Ireland, 
Dave Cheney, Peter Fisher, Nina Beetson, Sarina, Gill 
Foster, Mark Butts, Georgie Grigg . 
 

 

Prayer Group note change of date 
 

We will meet on Wednesday 28th January at 7:00 at 4 
Yorke Close.” 

 

 
Floodlight Sponsorship 

 
Churchwardens and PCC 

To celebrate the Induction of  
The Rev’d Yvonne Desroches  

as the Assistant Priest of St. Mary the Virgin, Finedon 
Also 

Finedon Buffs 
 

 
Open the Book 

The next Open the Book will be at the Junior School on 
Thursday 5th February. There will be a meeting of the 

Open the Book Team next Sunday, 25th January after the 
service to agree casting. The theme is the story of the 
Unforgiving Servant. Please let Adrian know if you are 

able to take part.  Pete. 
 

 
 

 
Collection during service 

With a high number of people managing their giving 
through the 'Parish Giving Scheme' we are considering 
providing the opportunity of having a retiring collection 
either using the collection machine and a collection plate 
at the door. Therefore, not having a collection during 
normal Sunday services unless it’s a special service or 
occasion. 
We would welcome people's views on this so please 
make your views known to either churchwardens or Rev 

Morna.  Thanking you for your consideration. 
 

 

A Night at the Races 
Friday, March 27th, 2026. 

The Finedon Buffs and the Church Events Team are 
organising an exciting Race Night, which promises to be 
great fun for the whole family. Raising money for the 
Buffs and St. Mary’s Church at the Cricket Club.   
Doors open 7pm first race will commence promptly at 
19:30. Free entry but Hot Dogs will be available and the 
bar open.  Lots of competitive fun, horses, jockeys, raffle 
and have a little flutter. 
Also, looking for Raffle prizes for the evening.  Any 
unwanted Christmas presents gratefully accepted. 
 

 
Auction of Promises 

Coming up in June still raising funds for the new heating: 
- 

Looking for more Promises.  So far we have a promise of 
a holiday Lodge in Devon, a weekend in Cambridge, 
Afternoon tea for 8, Homemade cakes.  We need 50 

Promises of all kinds.   
Can you offer anything for Auction, bespoke artwork, a 
tootle on the Church organ, Restaurant vouchers, free 
dance lessons, handmade craft, dog walking, language 
lesson, lawn mowing, tour of the Church and Monks cell.  
Handyman with small repairs and painting jobs, home 
tuition, car wash, Man with a Van, etc 
Offers to Jane Read or a member of the Events Team 
please.  
 

 
THANK YOU  

 
to the Events team and all those who came and helped, 

supported or welcomed Yvonne. We especially give 
thanks to our talented choir for their beautiful Anthem. 
It was a wonderful night, thank you all. Morna, Yvonne 

and Churchwardens. 
 

 
Candlemas Evensong 

Sunday 1st February at 6pm 
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Collect:- Almighty God, who caused the light of the gospel 

to shine throughout the world through the preaching of 
your servant Saint Paul: grant that we who celebrate his 
wonderful conversion may follow him in bearing witness to 
your truth; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is 
alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and for ever. Amen.  
Amen. 

First Reading from the book of the prophet Jeremiah. 
 The word of the LORD came to me saying,  ‘Before I  
formed you in the womb I knew you, and before you were  
born I consecrated you; I appointed you a prophet to the  
nations.’  Then I said, ‘Ah, Lord GOD! Truly I do not know 
how to speak, for I am only a boy.’  But the LORD said to  
me, ‘Do not say, “I am only a boy”; for you shall go to all to  
whom I send you, and you shall speak whatever I command  
you,  Do not be afraid of them, for I am with you to deliver 
you, says the LORD.’ Then the LORD put out his hand and  
touched my mouth; and the LORD said to me, ‘Now I have  
put my words in your mouth.  See, today I appoint you over  
nation to destroy and to overthrow, to build and to plant.’ 
This is the word of the Lord.   
Thanks be to God. 
 
Congregational response to Psalm 67:-  Let the peoples 
praise you, O God; let all the peoples praise you.  
 May God be merciful to us and bless us, show us the light 
of his countenance and come to us.  Let your ways be 
known upon earth, your saving health among all nations. 
 R  
  Let the peoples praise you, O God; let all the peoples 
praise you. ]4 Let the nations be glad and sing for joy, for 
you judge the peoples with equity and guide all the nations 
upon earth.  
R  
 Let the peoples praise you, O God; let all the peoples praise 
you.  The earth has brought forth her increase; may God, 
our own God, give us his blessing.  May God give us his 
blessing and may all the ends of the earth stand in awe of 
him. 
R 
Second reading :- A reading from the Acts of the Apostles. 
  
Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples 
of the Lord, went to the high priest and asked him for 
letters to the synagogues at Damascus, so that if he found 
any who belonged to the Way, men or women, he might 
bring them bound to Jerusalem.  Now as he was going along 
and approaching Damascus, suddenly a light from heaven 
flashed around him.  He fell to the ground and heard a 
voice saying to him, ‘Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?’  
He asked, ‘Who are you, Lord?’ The reply came, ‘I am Jesus, 
whom you are persecuting.  But get up and enter the city, 
and you will be told what you are to do.’  The men who 
were travelling with him stood speechless because they 
heard the voice but saw no one.  Saul got up from the 
ground, and though his eyes were open, he could see 
nothing; so they led him by the hand and brought him into 

Damascus.  For three days he was without sight, and 
neither ate nor drank.  Now there was a disciple in 
Damascus named Ananias. The Lord said to him in a vision, 
‘Ananias.’ He answered, ‘Here I am, Lord.’ The Lord said to 
him, ‘Get up and go to the street called Straight, and at the 
house of Judas look for a man of Tarsus named Saul. At this 
moment he is praying, and he has seen in a vision a man 
named Ananias come in and lay his hands on him so that he 
might regain his sight.’  But Ananias answered, ‘Lord, I have 
heard from many about this man, how much evil he has 
done to your saints in Jerusalem; and here he has authority 
from the chief priests to bind all who invoke your name.’  
But the Lord said to him, ‘Go, for he is an instrument whom 
I have chosen to bring my name before Gentiles and kings 
and before the people of Israel;  I myself will show him how 
much he must suffer for the sake of my name.’  So Ananias 
went and entered the house. He laid his hands on Saul and 
said, ‘Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus, who appeared to you on 
your way here, has sent me so that you may regain your 
sight and be filled with the Holy Spirit.’  And immediately 
something like scales fell from his eyes, and his sight was 
restored. Then he got up and was baptized, and after taking 
some food, he regained his strength. For several days he 
was with the disciples in Damascus, and immediately he 
began to proclaim Jesus in the synagogues, saying, ‘He is 
the Son of God.’  All who heard him were amazed and said, 
‘Is not this the man who made havoc in Jerusalem among 
those who invoked this name? And has he not come here 
for the purpose of bringing them bound before the chief 
priests?’  Saul became increasingly more powerful and 
confounded the Jews who lived in Damascus by proving 
that Jesus was the Messiah.  
This is the word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God 
 
Hear the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to 
Matthew 
 Peter said to Jesus: ‘Look, we have left everything and 
followed you. What then will we have?’  Jesus said to them, 
‘Truly I tell you, at the renewal of all things, when the Son 
of Man is seated on the throne of his glory, you who have 

followed me will also sit on twelve thrones, judging the 

twelve tribes of Israel.  And everyone who has left houses or 

brothers or sisters or father or mother or children or fields, 

for my name’s sake, will receive a hundredfold, and will 

inherit eternal life. 3But many who are first will be last, and 

the last will be first. 

Post communion prayer. Almighty God, who by the 
preaching of your apostle Paul caused the light of the 
Gospel to shine throughout the world: grant that we, 
having shared in this sacrament, may by the power of the 
Holy Spirit proclaim the truth of your love and walk in the 
way of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 


