
Epiphany, 4th January, 2026 

A Happy and Healthy New Year to All. 

   
 

 

Sunday Link 
Connecting a community 

Contacts 
Rev Morna Simpson                                    07526 026794 

Churchwardens 
Julie Kightley 
Colin Needle 

07936 377030 
01933 682098 

 

Services this week:  
Sunday 4th January, 9.30 am Eucharist and Epiphany 
Evensong at 6pm. 
Tuesday 6th January, Epiphany 11am Communion 
 
Procession        81 Lord for the years    
Gradual             84 Brightest and best 
Offertory           83 As with gladness    
Communion     91 We Three Kings   
Anthem             From the Rising of the Sun     
Recessional       89 O worship the King     

  
Please remember in your prayers this week the sick  
 
Ron, Marilyn, Christopher Munns, Barry Ireland, Dave 
Cheney, Peter Fisher, Nina Beetson, Sarina, Gill Foster, 
Mark Butts.  Rita Stairs, Georgie Grigg also we remember 
Elaine Stella Weatherill and Vida Nelson who have 
recently died. Additionally, those whose Year’s Mind 
occurs at this time Alice Gillam and Ellen Mary Powis. 

 
We wish you all a Happy New Year. And would like to 
thank you for all the support, hard work and kind 
messages.  

Blessings Rev’d Morna, Colin and Julie. 
 

. 

Induction of Rev. Yvonne Desroches  
as assistant priest  

on 
Thursday 22nd January at 7pm, 2026 

In St. Mary’s Church 
 

 
Floodlight Sponsorship  

 
Carole and Paul Mitchell 

In memory of his Dad 
Ernest Mitchell 

 on the second anniversary of his death. 

 

 
Dates for your diary 

 
Evensong 4th January at 6pm. 
 
Thursday 15th January, Outreach Coffee Morning in the 
Mission Room 10am to midday. 

 
Coming up 

27th March  Race Night at the Cricket Club  
 

May 9th Summer Fete and Crowning of the May Queen 
 

Auction of promises in June  
 

Can you offer:- 
 

Gardening help, Car washes and polish, home tuition, 
Dog walking, Holiday Accommodation, decorating help, 
Computer help, Complimentary tickets, Man with a van, 
Garden veg, dog walking, home baked items, ironing,  a 
trailer trip to the tip, Window cleaning, lawn mowing 
language lessons.  Can you contribute any of these or 
anything else. 
 
Offers to Jane, Janet Harris or Churchwardens please. 

 
 

 

FOOD BANK : The collection box is back out 
and ready to fill. If you are able to add an item, 
I'm sure the Daylight Centre will be grateful as 
will their clients.  As an alternative there's a 
small box for Baby Basic's to include baby 
wipes, toothpaste/brush, shower gel, 
shampoo, baby bath & shampoo etc. For more 
information on these please talk to Julie. 
 Thank You 

 

 
Help wanted 

 
One of our cleaners is off sick at present.  If you could 
spare an hour or so to help clean the Church once a 

week or once a fortnight, please speak to Julie or Colin.  
This is light work involves dusting and sweeping floors 

and emptying paper bins etc.  There is no pay but much 
appreciation for all who use the Church.   
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Collect:- Creator of the heavens, who led the Magi by a  

Star to worship the Christ-child: guide and sustain us, 
that we may find our journey’s end in Jesus Christ our  
Lord. 

 Amen. 
 
First Reading from the book of the prophet  

Isaiah.  

Arise, shine; for your light has come, and the glory of the 

LORD has risen upon you.  For darkness shall cover the 

earth, and thick darkness the peoples; but the LORD will 

arise upon you, and his glory will appear over you.  Nations 

shall come to your light, and kings to the brightness of your 

dawn.  Lift up your eyes and look around; they all gather 

together, they come to you; your sons shall come from far 

away, and your daughters shall be carried on their nurses’ 

arms.  Then you shall see and be radiant; your heart shall 

thrill and rejoice, because the abundance of the sea shall be 

brought to you, the wealth of the nations shall come to you.  

A multitude of camels shall cover you, the young camels of 

Midian and Ephah; all those from Sheba shall come. They 

shall bring gold and frankincense and shall proclaim the 

praise of the LORD. 

This is the word of the Lord.   
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
Congregational response to Psalm 72:- Kings bow down 
before him; all the nations do him service. 
 
The kings of Tarshish and of the isles shall pay tribute, and 
the kings of Arabia and Saba offer gifts.  All kings shall bow 
down before him, and all the nations do him service. 
 R  
 For he shall deliver the poor who cries out in distress, and 
the oppressed who has no helper.  He shall have pity on the 
lowly and poor; he shall preserve the lives of the needy.  He 
shall redeem their lives from oppression and violence, and 
dear shall their blood be in his sight. 

R 
 

Second reading :- A reading from the letter of Paul to 

the Ephesians.  
 I, Paul, am a prisoner for Christ Jesus for the sake of you 
Gentiles –  for surely you have already heard of the 
commission of God’s grace that was given me for you,  and 
how the mystery was made known to me by revelation, as I 
wrote above in a few words,  a reading of which will enable 
you to perceive my understanding of the mystery of Christ.  
In former generations this mystery was not made known to 
humankind, as it has now been revealed to his holy apostles 
and prophets by the Spirit: 6 that is, the Gentiles have 
become fellow-heirs, members of the same body, and 
sharers in the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel.  
Of this gospel I have become a servant according to the gift 

of God’s grace that was given me by the working of his 
power.  Although I am the very least of all the saints, this 
grace was given to me to bring to the Gentiles the news of 
the boundless riches of Christ,  and to make everyone see 
what is the plan of the mystery hidden for ages in God who 
created all things;  so that through the church the wisdom 
of God in its rich variety might now be made known to the 
rulers and authorities in the heavenly places.  This was in 
accordance with the eternal purpose that he has carried 
out in Christ Jesus our Lord, in whom we have access to 
God in boldness and confidence through faith in him. 
This is the word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God 
 
Hear the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according To 
Matthew.  
   In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in 
Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the East came to 
Jerusalem, asking, ‘Where is the child who has been born 
king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its rising and 
have come to pay him homage.’  When King Herod heard 
this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him;  and 
calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the 
people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be 
born.  They told him, ‘In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has 
been written by the prophet:  “And you, Bethlehem, in the 
land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of 
Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who is to shepherd 
my people Israel.”’  Then Herod secretly called for the wise 
men and learned from them the exact time when the star 
had appeared.  Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, 
‘Go and search diligently for the child; and when you have 
found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay 
him homage.’  When they had heard the king, they set out; 
and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen 
at its rising, until it stopped over the place where the child 
was.  When they saw that the star had stopped, they were 
overwhelmed with joy.  On entering the house, they saw 
the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and 
paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure-chests, they 
offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh.  And 
having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, 
they left for their own country by another road. 
Post communion prayer.  
 
Lord God, the bright splendour whom the nations seek: 
may we who with the wise men have been drawn by your  
light discern the glory of your presence in your Son, 
the Word made flesh, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen 
 
 
 
 

 


