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Sunday Link 
Connecting a community 

Contacts 
Rev Morna Simpson                                    07526 026794 
Rev Yvonne Desroche                                07852304740 

Churchwardens 
Julie Kightley 
Colin Needle 

07936 377030 
01933 682098 

 

Services this week:  
Sunday 1st February, 9.30 am Eucharist  
Tuesday 3rd February, 11am Communion 
Candlemas Evensong  - Sunday 1st February at 6pm 

Procession           563 Rejoice the Lord is King 
Gradual                474 Immortal Invisible  
Offertory              496 Lead us Heavenly Father 
Communion        244 Virgin born we bow before Thee 
Anthem                When to the Temple Mary went - Eccard                 
Recessional          516 Love Divine 

  
Please remember in your prayers this week the sick  
 
Ron, Marilyn, Claire, Christopher Munns, Dave Cheney, 
Peter Fisher, Nina Beetson, Sarina, Gill Foster, Mark 
Butts, Georgie Grigg, Sheila Patrick and Pete Grindrod. 
Also, remembering Jessie Kate Irealnd whose Years 

Mind occurs at this time. 

 
Floodlight Sponsorship 

 
In memory of Rita Streather 

On what would have been her 92nd birthday 
 

Wooden Crosses 
 

We need more wooden crosses! Last year we asked you 
to decorate a cross to help us create a unique artwork 
cross. Unfortunately, we don't have enough to do this, 
so we have more blanks for people to take and decorate. 
Speak to Julie, thank you. 

 
Collection during service 

With a high number of people managing their giving 
through the 'Parish Giving Scheme' we are considering 
providing the opportunity of having a retiring collection 
either using the collection machine and a collection plate 
at the door. Therefore, not having a collection during 
normal Sunday services unless it’s a special service or 
occasion. We would welcome people's views on this so 
please make your views known to either churchwardens 

or Rev Morna.  Thanking you for your consideration. 
 

 
Saturday 7th February  Craft, 10 – 12 in the Church 

Family Fun Day 15th February 2 – 4  
In the Mission Room. 

 

 

A Night at the Races 
Friday, March 27th, 2026. 

 
The Finedon Buffs and the Church Events Team are 
organising an exciting Race Night, which promises to be 
great fun for the whole family. Raising money for the 
Buffs and St. Mary’s Church at the Cricket Club.   
Doors open 7pm first race will commence promptly at 
19:30. Free entry but Hot Dogs will be available and the 
bar open.  Lots of competitive fun, horses, jockeys, raffle 
and have a little flutter.  Horses and Jockeys are now on 
sale from the Events team. 
Also, looking for Raffle prizes for the evening.  Any 
unwanted Christmas presents gratefully accepted. 
 

 
Auction of Promises 

Coming up in June still raising funds for the new heating: 
- 

Looking for more Promises.  So far we have a promise of 
a holiday Lodge in Devon, a weekend in Cambridge, 

Afternoon tea for 8, Homemade cakes, also 2 x 5 hours of 
Family History Research.  We need 50 Promises of all 

kinds.  Large and small. 
Can you offer anything for Auction, bespoke artwork, a 
tootle on the Church organ, Restaurant vouchers, free 
dance lessons, handmade craft, dog walking, language 
lesson, lawn mowing, tour of the Church and Monks cell.  
Handyman with small repairs and painting jobs, home 
tuition, car wash, Man with a Van, etc 
Offers to Jane Read or a member of the Events Team 
please.  
 

 
Please bring back your Palm Crosses before 18.2,26 

Ash Wednesday 
 

 
Still looking for help with the cleaning speak to Colin or 

Julie if you can spare an hour. 
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Collect:-.  

Lord Jesus Christ, light of the nations and glory of Israel: 
make your home among us, and present us pure and holy  

to your heavenly Father, your God, and our God. 
Amen. 
First Reading from the book of the prophet Malachi.  
Thus says the LORD God: See, I am sending my messenger  
to prepare the way before me, and the Lord whom you  
seek will suddenly come to his temple. The messenger of  
the covenant in whom you delight indeed, he is coming,  
says the LORD of hosts.  But who can endure the day of his  
coming, and who can stand when he appears? For he is like  
a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap; he will sit as a refiner  
and purifier of silver, and he will purify the descendants of  
Levi and refine them like gold and silver, until they present  
offerings to the LORD in righteousness.  Then the offering  
of Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing to the LORD as in  
the days of old and as in former years.  Then I will draw  
near to you for judgement; I will be swift to bear witness  
against the sorcerers, against the adulterers, against those  
who swear falsely, against those who oppress the hired  
workers in their wages, the widow, and the orphan, against  
those who thrust aside the alien, and do not fear me, says  
the LORD of hosts.  
This is the word of the Lord.   
Thanks be to God. 
 
Congregational response to Psalm 51:- Have mercy on 

me, O God, and cleanse me from my sin. 
 
Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit 
within me.  
R  
 Cast me not away from your presence and take not your 
holy Spirit from me.  Give me the joy of your saving help 
again and sustain me with your bountiful Spirit.  I shall 
teach your ways to the wicked, and sinners shall return to 
you. 
R 
 Deliver me from death, O God, and my tongue shall sing of 
your righteousness, O God of my salvation.  
R  
 Open my lips, O Lord, and my mouth shall proclaim your 
praise. 
R 
Second reading :- A reading from the letter to the 
Hebrews.  
 Since the children share flesh and blood, Jesus himself 
likewise shared the same things, so that through death he 
might destroy the one who has the power of death, that is, 
the devil, and free those who all their lives were held in 
slavery by the fear of death. For it is clear that he did not 
come to help angels, but the descendants of Abraham.  
Therefore he had to become like his brothers and sisters in 
every respect, so that he might be a merciful and faithful 
high priest in the service of God, to make a sacrifice of 
atonement for the sins of the people. Because he himself 

was tested by what he suffered, he is able to help those 
who are being tested. 
This is the word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God 
 
Hear the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke 
 
When the time came for their purification according to the 
law of Moses, Mary and Joseph brought Jesus up to 
Jerusalem to present him to the Lord.  (as it is written in the 
law of the Lord, ‘Every firstborn male shall be designated as 
holy to the Lord’),  and they offered a sacrifice according to 
what is stated in the law of the Lord, ‘a pair of turtle-doves 
or two young pigeons.’  Now there was a man in Jerusalem 
whose name was Simeon; this man was righteous and 
devout, looking forward to the consolation of Israel, and 
the Holy Spirit rested on him.  It had been revealed to him 
by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he 
had seen the Lord’s Messiah.  Guided by the Spirit, Simeon 
came into the temple; and when the parents brought in the 
child Jesus, to do for him what was customary under the 
law,  Simeon took him in his arms and praised God, saying,  
‘Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace, 
according to your word; or my eyes have seen your 
salvation,  which you have prepared in the presence of all 
peoples,  a light for revelation to the Gentiles and for glory 
to your people Israel.’  And the child’s father and mother 
were amazed at what was being said about him.  Then 
Simeon blessed them and said to his mother Mary, ‘This 
child is destined for the falling and the rising of many in 
Israel, and to be a sign that will be opposed  so that the 
inner thoughts of many will be revealed and a sword will 
pierce your own soul too.’  There was also a prophet, Anna 
the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was of a 
great age, having lived with her husband seven years after 
her marriage,  then as a widow to the age of eighty-four. 
She never left the temple but worshipped there with fasting 
and prayer night and day.  At that moment she came and 
began to praise God and to speak about the child to all who 
were looking for the redemption of Jerusalem.  When they 
had finished everything required by the law of the Lord, 
they returned to Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth.  
The child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom; and 
the favour of God was upon him.  
 
Post communion prayer. Lord, you fulfilled the hope of  
Simeon and Anna, who lived to welcome the Messiah: 
may we, who have received these gifts beyond words, 
prepare to meet Christ Jesus when he comes to bring us  
to eternal life; for he is alive and reigns, now and for  
ever. 

Amen. 


