
Baptism of Christ, 11th January, 2026 

   
 

 

Sunday Link 
Connecting a community 

Contacts 
Rev Morna Simpson                                    07526 026794 

Churchwardens 
Julie Kightley 
Colin Needle 

07936 377030 
01933 682098 

 

Services this week:  
Sunday11th January, 9.30 am Eucharist  
Tuesday 13th January, 11am Communion 
 
Procession          87 Hail to the Lord’s 
Gradual               34 On Jordan’s Bank 
Offertory           166 Crown Him with many crowns 
Communion        85 Earth has many nobler city 
Anthem                     Locus Iste 
Recessional          90 Songs of Thankfulness and Praise 
    

  
Please remember in your prayers this week the sick  
 
Ron, Marilyn, Claire, Christopher Munns, Barry Ireland, 
Dave Cheney, Peter Fisher, Nina Beetson, Sarina, Gill 
Foster, Mark Butts, Georgie Grigg also we remember 
Elaine Stella Weatherill, Rita Stairs and Vida Nelson who 
have recently died. Additionally, those whose Year’s 
Mind occurs at this time Deborah Grindrod and Jeremey 
Millington. 

 

Prayer Group  
We will continue with our Advent Theme for the next 

three sessions as this was not completed in December. 
The next meeting will discuss Chapter 6 of the book 

“Listening to the Music of the Soul”. We will meet on 
Thursday 15th January at 7:00 at 4 Yorke Close. The 

following meeting will be on 29th January” 
 

. 
Induction of Rev. Yvonne Desroches  

 
as assistant priest  

Thursday 22nd January at 7pm, 2026 
In St. Mary’s Church. 

 
If you are going to attend Yvonne’s Induction, please 
write your name on the list at the back of the Church 
for catering numbers. 

 

 
 
 
 

 
Dates for your diary 

 
Thursday 15th January, Outreach Coffee Morning in the 
Mission Room 10am to midday. 
Monday 19th January, Events Team Meeting 7pm at 3 
Wellingborough Rd. 

 
Coming up; 

27th March  Race Night at the Cricket Club  
 

May 9th Summer Fete and Crowning of the May Queen 
 

Auction of promises in June  Can you offer:- 
 

Gardening help, Car washes and polish, home tuition, 
Dog walking, Holiday Accommodation, decorating help, 
Computer help, Complimentary tickets, Man with a van, 
Garden veg, dog walking, home baked items, ironing, a 
trailer trip to the tip, Window cleaning, lawn mowing 
language lessons.  Can you contribute any of these or 
anything else. 
Offers to Jane, Janet Harris or Churchwardens please. 
 

 
Floodlight Sponsorship 

 
Margaret Coombs 

In memory of Eric Coombs and to wish Ryan a Happy 
Birthday 

 
David and Mary Wilson 

In memory of their friend Dave and Joan Abbot’s 
daughter, Lianne, who died in June 2024. 

In memory of Dave Abbot who died in June 2025. 
In memory of their friend Eileen Blackledge who died in 

early December 2025. 
 

Muriel Brooks 
In memory of Harry brooks on what would have been his 

birthday, born on 14th January 1932. 
 

 
Help wanted 

 
One of our cleaners is off sick at present.  If you could 
spare an hour or so to help clean the Church once a 

week or once a fortnight, please speak to Julie or Colin.  
This is light work involves dusting and sweeping floors 

and emptying paper bins etc.  There is no pay but much 
appreciation for all who use the Church.   

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Baptism of Christ, 11th January, 2026 

   
 

Collect:- Heavenly Father, at the Jordan you revealed  

Jesus as your Son: may we recognize him as our Lord 
and know ourselves to be your beloved children; 

through Jesus Christ our Saviour. 

 Amen. 
 
First Reading from the book of the prophet  

Isaiah.  

Thus says the LORD:  Here is my servant, whom I uphold,  
my chosen, in whom my soul delights; I have put my spirit  
upon him; he will bring forth justice to the nations.  He will  
not cry or lift up his voice, or make it heard in the street;  a  
bruised reed he will not break, and a dimly burning wick he  
will not quench; he will faithfully bring forth justice.  He will  
not grow faint or be crushed until he has established justice  
in the earth; and the coastlands wait for his teaching.  Thus  
says God, the LORD, who created the heavens and  
stretched them out, who spread out the earth and what  
comes from it, who gives breath to the people upon it and  
spirit to those who walk in it:  I am the LORD, I have called  
you in righteousness, I have taken you by the hand and kept  
you; I have given you as a covenant to the people, a light to  
the nations, to open the eyes that are blind, to bring out  
the prisoners from the dungeon, from the prison those who  
sit in darkness.  
 I am the LORD, that is my name; my glory I give to no  
other, nor my praise to idols.  See, the former things have  
come to pass, and new things I now declare; before they  
spring forth, I tell you of them. 
 
This is the word of the Lord.   
Thanks be to God. 
 
Congregational response to Psalm 29: The Lord shall give 

his people the blessing of peace.  

Ascribe to the Lord, you gods, ascribe to the Lord glory and 

strength.  Ascribe to the Lord the glory due to his name; 

worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness.  

R  

 The voice of the Lord is upon the waters; the God of glory 

thunders; the Lord is upon the mighty waters.  The voice of 

the Lord is a powerful voice; the voice of the Lord is a voice 

of splendour.  

R  

 The voice of the Lord breaks the cedar trees; the Lord 

breaks the cedars of Lebanon;  He makes Lebanon skip like 

a calf, and Mount Hermon like a young wild ox. 

 R  

 The voice of the Lord splits the flames of fire; the voice of 

the Lord shakes the wilderness; the Lord shakes the 

wilderness of Kadesh.  The voice of the Lord makes the oak 

trees writhe and strips the forests bare. And in the temple of 

the Lord all are crying, ‘Glory!’  

R  

 The Lord sits enthroned above the flood; the Lord sits 

enthroned as king for evermore.  The Lord shall give 

strength to his people; the Lord shall give his people the 

blessing of peace. 
R 

 
Second reading :- A reading from the Acts of the Apostles. 
Peter began to speak to those assembled in the house of 
Cornelius. ‘I truly understand that God shows no partiality,  
but in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is 
right is acceptable to him.  You know the message he sent 
to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ – he 
is Lord of all.  That message spread throughout Judea, 
beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John announced:  
how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit 
and with power; how he went about doing good and 
healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was 
with him.  We are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea 
and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on 
a tree; but God raised him on the third day and allowed him 
to appear,  not to all the people but to us who were chosen 
by God as witnesses, and who ate and drank with him after 
he rose from the dead.  He commanded us to preach to the 
people and to testify that he is the one ordained by God as 
judge of the living and the dead.  All the prophets testify 
about him that everyone who believes in him receives 
forgiveness of sins through his name.’ 
 
This is the word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God 
 
Hear the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according To 
Matthew.  
Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be 

baptized by him.  John would have prevented him, saying, ‘I 

need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?’  But 

Jesus answered him, ‘Let it be so now; for it is proper for us 

in this way to fulfil all righteousness.’ Then he consented.  

And when Jesus had been baptized, just as he came up from 

the water, suddenly the heavens were opened to him and he 

saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting 

on him.  And a voice from heaven said, ‘This is my Son, the 

Beloved, with whom I am well pleased.’ 
 
Post communion prayer.  
 
Lord of all time and eternity, 
you opened the heavens and revealed yourself as Father 
in the baptism of Jesus your beloved Son: 
by the power of your Spirit 
complete the heavenly work of our rebirth 
through the waters of the new creation; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
Amen 
 
 
 
 

 


